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From the Editor  

 
The past few months have been most bittersweet for our 
club. During July, August, and September we had some of 
our most successful watersports events yet. By some 
strange quirk of nature, although this was one of the most 
windless summers we have had, at least two of our Fun 
Fests were timed perfectly with great winds for the 
windsurfing races, allowing perfect planing conditions for the 
competitors.   
 
However, during the past month we also had to report to our 
membership the sad passing of our good friend and founding 
club member Paul Smith. 
  
Paul was not only an avid windsurfer, but also a keen 
kayaker and sunfish sailor. He played a major role in getting 
our organization up and running, serving as Secretary and 
Race Committee Chair from the inception of the club in 2009 
until the beginning of this year. In addition to being a 
member of NJWWA, Paul was also a member of the 
Baltimore Area Boarding Association (BABA).  A significant 
amount of the early success of our annual NJWWA Funfests  
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and Galas, can be attributable to Paulôs enthusiasm and help 
with planning of these events. He was also always there to 
help with the annual spring Earth Day clean up of Bayview 
Park at LBI. 
 
LBI was certainly a place that Paul held dear to his heart and 
indeed the island life prompted Paul and his wife Kathy to 
purchase a home on LBI two years ago. Paul had a hidden 
musical talent being a skilled keyboard player and vocalist 
and put in a star performance at our 2011 Gala.  
 
Paul was a wonderful family man who doted over his wife 
and girls. Indeed his final conversation with his windsurfing 
friends was about how he was looking forward to going with 
his girls to a Phillies game. Our thoughts go out to his wife 
Kathy and family. 
 
Many of us have great memories of Paul and some of these 
are included in a special article ñPaul Rememberedò in this 
issue. 
 
With the fall arriving, we are looking forward to some of 
those usually dependable late season winds kicking in. 
Indeed, as discussed in ñOn the waterò recently we have 
been having some quite breezy days. As the funfest 
schedule is winding down, the NJWWA will be making use of 
these more regularly windy days to start up its Fall Flip Flop 
and Fly windsurfing race series. Once the conditions set up 
ideally for these races, announcements will be sent to the 
membership with times and locations of the events. 
 
We are also currently in the planning stages of the annual 

NJWWA Gala. Once the date (Tentative Date: 
Nov 12

th
) is firmed up, we will be sending out a ñSave the 

Dateò notice. If this yearôs event is anything like the last two, 
it should be a lot of fun. 
 
Finally with the NJ windsurfing/SUP season gradually 
winding down, it is time to start thinking about those 
windsurfing trips for next year. To whet your appetite, as part 
of our travel destination series, in this issue, Mik reports on 
the recent trip that he took with Vadim and his family to the 
Gorge, including some links to terrific videos and 
photographs taken by Vadimôs wife, Galina. Looking at the 
photographs and videos, it is easy to see how Mik and 
Vadim have become such great windsurfers! 
.  
From the President  

 
 

 

As I approach the ending of my first year in office, Iôm taking 
a step back to evaluate this past Fun Fest summer season. 

Iôve broken down the windsurfing class into 3 divisions: 
Menôs Open Unlimited, Menôs Sport 7.5 Limited, and 
Womenôs 7.5 Limited. We may want to include a junior 
division next year. With the Fun Fest being a relatively new 
race program, after the final scores are calculated, I have 
been taking the liberty of dividing the Menôs fleet in half 
accordingly. Whereas, if there were 10 windsurfers 
competing, the first 3 finishers would medal in the open fleet, 
and numbers 6, 7, &8 would be the top winners in the Sport 
Fleet. Itôs a bit unorthodox, but it works for now. Iôve 
introduced some ñthemeò accessories as well. These leis 
and beads have become very popular and sought after. 
They have added to the festive look at our awards 
ceremonies, which shows from the photos on the web (see 
also article in this issue).  I would love for a member to come 
up with a design for new windsurfing and SUP awards. If 
anybody is into woodworking, or metallurgy, please show us 
what you can do. I would also like to come up with a unique 
perpetual plaque that we can award to new Flip Flop & Fly 
participants. For every season, a new plate can be 
presented, and affixed to it, so that one plaque can hold ten 
plates, and last for five years. 

You may have noticed that we now post a Notice of Race on 
our website. Iôve been meshing together a laid-back/ no rules 
approach, with official windsurfing race rules. Sounds like an 
oxymoron, but if the Professional Windsurfing Association 
can claim ñno rulesò for slalom racing, than so can we. There 
are a number of popular races which employ the LeMans 
starting system, and we have become one of them. We can 
certainly make use of a 3 minute countdown timer if the need 
arises. But we will still use the checkered ñabandon raceò 
flag as our NASCAR finish line flag. Additional rules are 
posted for the regulation hungry, aggressive, competitor.  

Our Stand-Up Paddleboard race rules try to reflect the 
current norm. While we did get our Notice of Race onto the 
SupSurfMag.com website, it didnôt appear to attract droves 
of competitors.  

I canôt say enough about the numbered mesh vests, aka 
ñpinniesò.   It is so much easier than requiring a number on 
your sails. It has made scoring races extremely easy. Small 
kids can tie a knot in it, and they fit no-problem over a 
lifejacket, and tuck into a waist harness. Trouble is, they only 
go up to #18. We havenôt had that many racers at once yet; 
the maximum that weôve had is 11. We canôt rule out the 
need for additional sets of pinnies of different colors, or of 
custom ordering them with the NJWWA logo on them. The 
trouble is that they only come with a number on the front, 
and I had to paint a stenciled number on the back of each 
vest. Very time consuming, but cost effective. 

Our new sponsor, Aloha Guides, have proved they are a 
respectable operation that we can utilize in the northern 
region. They were very professional, well equipped, with an 
established logo visible on their attire and accessories, and 
they didnôt think twice about assisting us with beginner 
windsurfing rescues. I think we were all happy with the 
success of the Sandy Hook Fun Fest, and I look forward to 
further developing our relationship. 
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I have yet to recruit a candidate for Race Chair. I plan to 
rotate various members onto each events race committee so 
we have some experience scoring races. When the time 
comes that we have a well attended event with over 20 
racers, we will need to be experienced with boat use, 
communication, flag and signal use, course monitoring, and 
tabulating results for various divisions. 

Our beginner training is still not on par with US Windsurfing 
standards, but we are advancing our skills as mentors. We 
currently have some windsurfing instructor manuals that are 
being rotated among us. We also can review the websites 
that we direct our students to. I know we just offer a ñtasteò 
of windsurfing, but bad habits and proper corrections can 
make or break you as a new windsurfer. I believe we need to 
further involve our certified instructorsô full services. 

One thing that I was anticipating, but fell short on, was 
gaining a large increase in local windsurfers joining us from 
Seaside Park, and Lakes Bay. It turns out that during the 
summer ñbeach badgeò season, locals swarm to the 
alternative South Seaside Park site, at the old NJ State 
Marina, and launch into the ñFlatsò, alongside Island Beach 
State Park. Next yearôs Fun Fest should be held in this 
location, with the potential to gain a local sponsor on site as 
well. I sincerely feel that just one good, successful, & windy 
Flip Flop & Fly race will give us the exposure that weôre 
looking for at both of these sites. The distribution of 
promotional materials, especially before & during an event, 
also needs a higher priority here.         

 Itôs been a busy year, with having 4 Fun Fests to coordinate, 
and a Flip Flop & Fly Slalom Race Series just waiting for 
wind. It initially appears that the more events that we have, 
weôre faced with less volunteerism. Understandably so, with 
everybodyôs hectic schedules. Our successes have been 
largely due the fact that we are so well coordinated and 
equipped. Our sponsorsô involvement has also made things 
a lot easier on us. Next yearôs programs should go off 
without a hitch. We welcome your input, and encourage you 
to attend as many events as you can, and volunteer when 
possible. 

See you on the whitecapped water, 

Tom Latham 

As mentioned above, towards the end of this past summer 
season, we lost a fellow NJWWA board member. Paul Smith 
died of natural causes while windsurfing off of Bayview Park 
in Long Beach Island. The family named the NJWWA for 
benefactors to contribute to, in lieu of flowers. We are 
honored to accept this position. It is something new, which of 
course we werenôt prepared for. These contributions are 
being kept separate, and will be utilized with the Smith 
familyôs approval. These funds will embody the effort and 
spirit that Paul extended towards the club, and represent the 
legacy that he leaves behind.   

 

 

Paul Remebered  

 
 ñI only began to know Paul since joining the NJWWA 
board in 2010. He certainly became my go-to person 
when setting up events. Itôs impressive that he 
volunteered on the BABA race committee to learn 
from experienced members on how to set marks, 
starting lines, and score races. Whatôs more 
impressive is how he was a one-man-band, belting 
out Jimmy Buffet tunes at the Gala. At numerous 
events, he was one of the first volunteers in the 
parking lot, always willing to lend a hand and help as 
needed. I, Tracey and Ally recently had the honor of 
working with Paulôs daughter, Mackenzie, at the Fun 
Fest registration table. Things went great - from 
registration to starting and scoring races- all while 
earning volunteer credit towards the national honor 
roll society. She certainly is capable of following in her 
fatherôs footsteps, and she will be successful in 

whatever path she chooses.ò- Tom  

ñPaul was the kind of guy who was so easy to like.  

Honest, genuine and enthusiastic.  I only met him two 

years ago, through the Association, but it felt like I'd 

known him much longer.  I kidded Paul that I was glad 

he came along so I was no longer the new guy, and 

we talked about what  great sport windsurfing is,  how 

wonderful the people are, and how much we had to 

learnò. - Bill D. 

 

ñI met Paul through windsurfing and always enjoyed 

his friendship and sincerity. He was always available 

to volunteer to help in any situation or to deflect a 

Paul at 2011 Fun Fest at Bayview Park, LBI   
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crisis without any hesitation. We were honored to 

have a great friend who will be missed.ò-  

Thermal Bob 

 
ñI met Paul through the Club and he was so 
instrumental in getting our organization up and 
running.  He was relatively new to windsurfing but had 
the passion and fire-in-the-belly for the sport.  I've met 
his family and have been at his home numerous times 
- we've both shared about our lives - most recently 
about hurricane Irene stories.  Also with music, he 
was getting back into it after many years - a great 

person and a wonderful friendò ïBrian 

 
ñPaul was so kind.  He saw my grandchildren at 
Bayview and went home to bring back Mackenzie's 
child's life jacket for my granddaughter.  His only 
instruction was to be sure to bring the life jacket to 
Fun Fests for a Kids spare.   
  
Paul asked me to email him when going to Park on 
weekdays.  In colder weather he would drive down 
and check on Kay and I- even if he did not sail.  One 
morning Jack, Bob (a kayaker, swimmer) and I were 
sitting on deck looking out at water.  Paul came in 
from windsurfing and volunteered to go out and get 
coffee... He delivered coffee to deck ----imagine 
delivered hot coffee while enjoying the view at Parkò. 

 - Eileen. 

 
ñPaul was very kind and always wanted to take care 
of me. He took my windsurfing board and put them 
away at the end of my tiring windsurfing day.  I will 

remember him always.ò ï Kay 

ñHe was such a remarkable person and we remember 
the first time we heard of his name.  He wrote one of 
the first letters to Sandpaper in support of the efforts 
to protect the access at the windsurfing beach. The 
more we knew him, the more we admire him for his 
selflessness and to his dedication to the sport of 
windsurfing and mostly to his family. He always spoke 
very fondly of his wife Kathy and the girls.  He was so 
happy to live in LBI and he would tell us about the 
wonderful house which the family decorated and 
made it so special. We felt very privileged to have 

known Paul and we will miss him a lot.ò- Corinne 
and Alasdair 

 

Paul (R) with fellow NJWWA members: Earth Day clean up, LBI   

Eileen and Paul: Bayview Park, LBI  

Wallace, Steve and Paul: 2010 FunFest, LBI   

Paul in action: Merrit t  Island, Florida  


