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From the Editor 
 

 
 
 
We closed the NJWWA season this past November with a 
blast at the year-end gala event held at the Brant Beach 
Yacht Club on Long Beach Island (see page 5).  
 

 
The great turnout, not only of the usual attendees, but also 
of newer club members, reflects one of the facets of our club 
that is often overlooked: the social side. 
 
Although, by its very nature, windsurfing is not a team sport, 
the camaraderie of windsurfers both on and off the water is 
one of the things that we really enjoy about the sport. It is 
always reassuring to know that our fellow windsurfers are 
looking out for each other when out sailing and that they 
quickly come to the aid of others who may be encountering 
any slight problem while on the water. Similarly, on land, our 
fellow windsurfers are always there to help pull apart stuck 
masts, help with other equipment issues, let us know about 
the wind conditions when we turn up late at the beach, offer 
advice about the best gear to use (or purchase) and to 
provide comments (whether we ask it or not) about our 
choice of sailing attire!. New faces at the sailing spots and 
club events are also made to feel welcome by the old timers. 
 
Our club is as much about these social aspects as it is about 
just getting on the water as is evident from the various 
funfests and the galas held during the year. To continue on 
this theme, planning for a Season opening social event 
(“Spring   into   Windsurfing”)   is currently ongoing. Once 
finalized, further details will be sent to our membership. We 
hope to see you there!!   

 

From the President  
  by Tom Latham 

 
I would like to thank you all for your confidence in my ability 
to preside over our club. I will continue to welcome 
suggestions and contributions that add to our success. 

Winter brings many challenges for New Jersey watersports 
enthusiasts; mostly  focusing  around  water  temperatures.  I’m  
amazed at the resilience of cold water windsurfers. I 
regularly see the videos posted on Facebook of Mik & Vadim 
windsurfing on little egg harbor, and of Pete windsurfing the 
waves  of  Brigantine.  I  wonder  if  there’s  ever  a  point  when  it’s  
too cold to windsurf? Is it all relevant to how talented you 
are? Is ice the only deterrent?  

As a wetsuit owner, hypothermia and frostbite limit me to the 
warmer 6 months of NJ waters, that is,  until we have hard 
water to sail on. Having grown up in north Jersey, with ice 
skates & sledding, & ski trips to the Catskills and New 
England,   I   have   instilled   in  me  a   love   for  winter   sports.   It’s  
only natural  that  I’ve  developed  a  passion  for  windsurfing  on  
the ice. Commonly known as Freeskating, or Iceboarding, 
there are both commercially manufactured & homemade 
boards equally formidable on the ice.  An inquiry can get you 
detailed plans to build your own.  

 

Diane, Sandy, Eileen P., and Laurie having fun 
 at the recent NJWWA Gala                                   

Freeskate                                   
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The biggest hurdle to becoming an iceboarder is overcoming 
the fear of breaking through the ice. Education & preparation 
are key, so studying everything available on 
www.lakeice.squarespace.com & 
 http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/safety/ice/index.html is essential 
to your knowledge. I personally choose not to go out unless 
the   ice   is  4”   thick   throughout   the  area,  &   I  wouldn’t   invite  a  
newbie  onto  the  ice  until  its  6”  thick.   

 
The window of opportunity can be slim and unexpected at 
the last minute, and can often not be accurately predicted 
until you arrive on site in the morning. The most reliable NJ 
ice forecasting tools include: 
 
the www.nsibyc.com ice hotline 732-747-5665,  
 
Yahoo Groups: Iceboard-sailing, and Ice Surfing. 

Facebook: New Jersey Windsurfing, and Iceboard 
WindSurfing. 

 
While several members are vacationing in windy, tropical 
climates  this  winter,   I’ll  be  searching  for  opportunities  to  get  
out on the hard frozen waters of New Jersey.  

 

 

2015 NJWWA Schedule of 
Events  
 
Spring 2015 (Data and Location TBA): “Spring 
into  Windsurfing”  Season  opener. 

July 2015 (TBA): NJWWA Windsurfing Fun Fest 
@ Bayview Park, Brant Beach, NJ.  

August 2015 (TBA): NJWWA Windsurfing Fun 
Fest @ Lakes Bay/Atlantic City.  

October 2015 (TBA): NJWWA Windsurfing Fun 
Fest @ Sandy Hook. 

November 2015 (TBA): End of Season NJWWA 
Gala. 

Our club schedule can also be viewed 
online at: 
www.Tinyurl.com/NJWWACalendar 
 
 
ABK Camp Schedule: 
 

 
 
Bonaire: Feb 2-6, 16-20, 23-27, Mar 
9-13, 16-20, 23-27, 2015 
For more information regarding upcoming ABK 
events please visit: 
 
 
http://abkboardsports.com/ 
 
 

 
 

Hibernia Board                                   

Homemade Freeskates                                   

http://www.lakeice.squarespace.com/
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/safety/ice/index.html
http://www.nsibyc.com/
http://www.tinyurl.com/NJWWACalendar
http://abkboardsports.com/
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Club News 
 
Sunday August 3rd: Fun Fest @ 
Lakes bay: A.K.A. the Rauch 
Family FunFest.  

 by Tom Latham 
  Photos by Jimmy Rivera 

 
While the forecast called for leftover showers, by 10:30 a.m. 
the drizzle subsided and a light ENE 10 MPH wind blew all 
day.  

The handful of beginners who took advantage of the day 
really benefitted with some lengthy one-on-one windsurfing 
instruction.  

 

 
 
 
Jim @ Extreme Windsurfing supplied several beginner 
windsurfers, stand-up paddleboards, and kayaks, which 
were all put to good use. 

 
After  a  lunch  of  JoJo’s  Pizza,  the  Race  Committee  chose  a  3  
prong race at the skippers meeting.  

1. LeMans start, sail to PT beach 
2. LeMans (handicapped) starts, sail back to the 

finish line: flag & channel marker. 
3. Freestyle exhibit before you hit the beach 

 

Ally’s   upwind   start   position   found   her   at   a   clear   lead  
heading to PT point, followed by Tom, with Jimmy  (I’ll  follow  
you guys) just edging past Brian for 3rd. 

  
On the way back, Jimmy brought up the lead, with Ally and 
Brian dueling for second place, while some simple 
backwinded sailing, with unexplained dismounts were seen 
by the judges.  

 
n.b. This article was originally written for the 
previous newsletter but was regrettably omitted. 

 
 

Tom, Ally and JP announcing the event                                   

Steve R. getting beginning tips from Tom                                  

Jett R. with Ally L.                                   

A family that SUP’‛s together….                                   
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Saturday November 22nd: 
6th Annual NJWWA Gala 
 

by Tom Latham 
  Photos by Jimmy Rivera 
   and Alasdair Gilfillan 

 
While our club offers many opportunities throughout the 
season to meet up on the water and socialize afterwards, the 
annual NJWWA Gala is strictly a dry land get together. The 
Brant Beach Yacht Club has quite a nautical flair, and is 
such a perfect match for us.  
 

 
 
With the sun setting, and the food being set up, Elaine 
Orzechowski entertained us for the cocktail hour with some 
toned down country & folk favorites. Soon enough, the 
dinner bell rang and we dined on the main dishes provided 
by Bruno’s  Meat Market in Manahawkin. Various members 
shared their favorite appetizers and desserts as well.   
 

 
The Paul Smith Memorial Award was next on the agenda. 
Both Barbara Bauer and Jimmy Rivera were pleasantly 
surprised to receive recognition for going above and beyond 
to promote the clubs mission of ensuring the growth of 
recreational and competitive watersports.  

 
 

 
 

 
 
Jack Bushko also presented Olga with a most improved 
windsurfer award.  
 
It took a while to raffle off all of the Sponsor Giveaways: 
 
Free windsurfing & SUP lessons with Jack, and lots of 
apparel from Island Surf & Sail; 
 
Windsurfing accessories including: a wetsuit, assorted Ezzy 
gear bags, and more from Jim Karabasz at Extreme 
Windsurfing.; 
  
T-shirts and gift certificates from Ken and Eileen Hoff at 
H2Windsurfing. 
 
We all appreciate everything that our sponsors do for us. 

Jeff, Barb, Bill DeS, Brian, Eileen P., Jack and Corinne 
enjoying the sunset at Brant Beach Yacht Club prior to gala 

Brian and Elaine entertaining during “cocktail hour”                                

Barb receiving her “Paul Smith Award”                                

Jimmy receiving his “Paul Smith Award”                                
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Nominations for Board of Directors were next announced 
(see announcements below). 

 
Our in-house  band  “More  Downhaul”  soon  began  rocking  the  
house, with Brian alternating from guitar, to harmonica, to 
banjo, and back to guitar. Jeff & Ken were non-stop on their 
guitar and bass respectively, with Barb bangin her drums like 
there was no tomorrow. B.Rad also joined in, with Jeff, Brian 
and Mary Jean on vocals. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Tom officiating at the Gala                                

Brian and Mary Jean singing with “More Downhaul”                               

Jeff on guitar                               

Ken on bass                               

Barb on drums                               

Brad guesting on guitar                               
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 Thermal Bob brought the house down with his rendition of 
“Thermal  Blues”. 
 

 
 
Of   course   it   wouldn’t   be   the  Gala   without   Olga   performing  
her Ukrainian belly dance.  
 

 
 
All had a great time. We hope you can make it 
next year!! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
More photographs of some of the attendees are 
shown below: 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Thermal Bob singing the blues with “More Downhaul”                              

Olga showing the moves                              

Eileen H. on the tambourine                              

Katie and Vadim                              

Olga and Mik                              
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Dianne, Jack and Carol                                

Jaroslav, Corinne and Jack                              

Bill DeS, Brad and Sandy                              

Bill DeS, Tom and Jeff                              

Barb and Jeff                              

Tracey, Tom and Marah                              
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New NJWWA Board Members 
 
 
During the recent NJWWA 6th Annual Gala, Marah Shiels 
nominated Jean Luc Peyrot to be Secretary. This was 
seconded by Thermal Bob Kopek. In Jean Luc's absence, 
Marah confirmed that he would accept the nomination. 
 
No other nominations were made at the time. 
 
The show of hands overwhelmingly accepted Jean Luc 
Peyrot as our new Secretary. 
 
All other incumbents were approved with a show of hands: 
 
President: Tom Latham 
 
Vice President: Steve Acunto 
 
Secretary: Jean Luc Peyrot 
 
Treasurer: Bill DeStefano 
 
Accepting the following assignments are: 
 
LBI Event Chair: Jacek Polubiec 
 
LBI Membership Chair: Eileen Pfafman 
 
Lakes Bay/Atlantic County Event Chair: Brian 
Rauch 
 
Sandy Hook Event Chair: Marah Shiels 
 
Barnegat Event Chair (Seaside/Trixies) remains 
vacant 

Eileen P., Corinne, Mary Jean and Kay                              

Thomas, Kay, Lorrie, Jonathan and Robin                             

Jonathan and Robin                              

Marah and JP                              



10 
 

 
Windsurfing Destination/ 
Trip Report 
 

 
 

by Alasdair and Corinne Gilfillan 
 
During  December,  we  travelled  to  Corinne’s  home  country  of  
Mauritius for a family visit. We took this opportunity to get 
some   windsurfing   in.   For   those   of   you   saying   “where?”: 
Mauritius is a small tropical island situated in the Indian 
Ocean, 660 miles east of Madagascar. Mauritius is perhaps 
primarily known as the home of the extinct dodo bird. Being 
in the southern hemisphere, summer there coincides with 
winter in the USA so this is a great place for a winter escape. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Island 
 

 

 

Mauritius is approximately 38 miles from north to south and 
29 miles west to east with a total area of approximately 700 
square miles. The interior is quite mountainous in places, 
reflecting its volcanic origin, and is the most verdant green 
color due to the dense tropical vegetation, and sugar cane 
and tea plantations which cover the island.  

 

 

 

The island is surrounded by a more or less continual coral 
reef which is only breeched in several spots in the south. 
Within the reef is the most beautiful aquamarine/ emerald 
green lagoon which in places is a kilometer or so wide. 
Within the lagoon are many white sandy beaches. It is what 
most people would imagine a tropical paradise should look 
like (See https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ecRy6PUWyC0 
for a tourist video which gives a nice island overview)  

Mauritius 

Africa 
Madagascar 

Le Morne 

Port Louis 

Plaisance 
Airport 

Lagoon 

Lagoon 

Anse La Raie 

Location of Mauritius in the Indian Ocean 
(downloaded from Google Maps) 

                          

Map of Mauritius (downloaded from Google Maps) 
                          

 The green interior 
                          

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ecRy6PUWyC0
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The temperatures in summer (December to April) range 
between 75 and 90 degrees with the average being in the 
mid to   upper   80’s   and,   in   winter,   (June   to   September)   the  
temperatures drop down to between 60-70 degrees. 
Mauritius experiences cyclones (southern hemisphere 
equivalent of hurricanes) during the summer months and 
rainfall is usually heaviest during the summer season (30 
inches annually along the coast, 150 inches annually inland). 
October and November are the driest months. During our 
visit in December it was sunny, hot and humid most days 
although we did have quite a bit of off and on rain and 
thunderstorms, especially in the afternoons. 

 

 

 

Mauritius is densely populated but most of the population is 
concentrated in the capital, Port Louis and the other towns in 
the central belt that stretches between Port Louis in the west 
and Plaisance airport in the east. The population is primarily 
of Indian (Hindu and Muslim), African (Creole) and Chinese 
origin, with a smaller population of Europeans. Creole (a 
patois French) is the most widely spoken language but most 
Mauritians can converse fairly fluently in English and/or 
French. The currency is the Rupee and there are 
approximately 30 Rupees to the dollar. The cost of groceries 
and dining out is similar to that in the States. 

 

 

The Windsurfing 

 

 

 

Mauritius is actually where we first tried windsurfing (almost 
thirty years ago) but we did not really take up and get 
hooked on (or is it hooked in) the sport until many years 
later. Mauritius can truly be an incredible spot for windsurfing  
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bpHidS36ZhQ) and for 
watersports in general (http://vimeo.com/113493842). 
Conditions range from flat water inside the lagoon to world 
class waves out on the reef. Even inside the lagoon (as we 
experienced - see later), it is possible to get some quite nice 
wave sailing and ramps for jumping.  

 

 

 

The high wind season is between July and November, but 
due   to   the   relatively   cool   temperatures   (60’s   to   70’s),  
shorties or even wet suits may be required during this time. 
December to June is considered as the low wind (or quite 
often, no wind) season. Our experience has been that when 
the wind is on, it is on all day with perhaps a slight afternoon 
boost. We also noted that Windguru often under-predicted 
the wind. Whereas a no-star rating usually did mean no or 
little wind, quite often a one star (out of three) and a 12 mph 
forecast ended up with 25-30 mph winds on the water.  

The lagoon with Flamboyant tree at Cap Malheureux 
                          

Typical Mauritian Beach: Trou aux Biches 
                          

Corinne windsurfing in the lagoon of Le Morne 
                          

Unknown sailor freestyling in the lagoon 
                          

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bpHidS36ZhQ
http://vimeo.com/113493842
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Usually only board shorts and a rash guard are necessary 
during the (Mauritian) summer months. Sunscreen however 
is essential. It is also wise to wear booties at all times due to 
the abundance of corals in the lagoon and on the reef. 
Although little known as a windsurfing destination in the 
USA, it is popular with sailors from Europe (including a large 
contingent from Russia) and South Africa.  

The best time to go all depends on whether you want to go 
primarily for a windsurfing holiday or a holiday with a chance 
of windsurfing. If the former, then it is best to go between 
July and October when there is a higher probability of wind.  

We prefer to visit in November to December when it is much 
warmer and view our trip as a vacation to visit family with a 
chance of getting some good windsurfing in. There is so 
much to do and see in Mauritius (see later) that we really did 
not mind the windless days. A further advantage of going 
around November and December is that the island is at its 
best with all the trees (especially the Flamboyant trees) in 
full bloom and the abundance of locally grown fruit (e.g. 
litchis, mangoes, pineapples, coconuts, bananas, etc.) which 
are available at the many road side stands (we certainly had 
our fill of these fruits, especially litchis, when we were there).  

 

 

 

Most of the windsurfing is done at Le Morne, a mountainous 
peninsula located in the south west corner of the island. If 
you have your own gear, however, it is theoretically possible 
to launch from any of the public beaches or embarkation 
points on the island. Because of its location, Le Morne is by 
far the windiest spot on the island.  

 

 

The scenery at this windsurfing spot is truly spectacular with 
crystal clear emerald green water in the lagoon and a 
backdrop of densely forested mountains. 

 

 

The major rental operation at Le Morne is run by Club Mistral 
(http://www.club-
mistral.com/en/destinations/home/9/genInfo). Club Mistral is 
located near end of the road in Le Morne (see map). It 
should be noted however that there are two Club Mistral 
rental operations at Le Morne: one for kiting and one for 
windsurfing. 

 

 

 

La Gaulette 

Le Morne 

Club Mistral 
Windsurfing Center 

One Eye 
Reef Break 

Manawa 
Reef Break 

Kiting 
Beach 

La Gaulette 

Map of Le Morne (downloaded from Google Maps) 
                          

lagoon 
 

Windsurfing launch and lagoon at Le Morne 
                          

lagoon 
 

Mountain backdrop at Le Morne from the kiting beach 
                          

lagoon 
 

Club Mistral windsurfing operation 
                          

lagoon 
 

http://www.club-mistral.com/en/destinations/home/9/genInfo
http://www.club-mistral.com/en/destinations/home/9/genInfo


13 
 

Club Mistral at Le Morne is well stocked with Fanatic boards, 
North sails, and Mistral SUPs; all in excellent condition. 
Rash guards, life preservers, shorties, wet suits and 
harnesses  are  also  available  for  rent.  As  it  was  the  “low/no-
wind   off   season”   when   we   were   there,   it   was   easy   getting  
and changing any equipment we needed. However, we did 
hear  that  during  the  “high-wind  peak  season”  around  July,  it  
gets very busy and sometimes there is a shortage of 
equipment.  

 

 

We found the staff to generally be laid back, friendly, and 
helpful. After selecting our gear, the boards and sails were 
put out on the beach for us and once we were finished, the 
staff would take the gear from the beach back to the storage 
area. Gear can be rented by the hour, for 2 hours or for 
longer periods with discounts. There is also the option for 
renting for accumulating periods up to a total 10 hours over a 
period of time for a fixed rate. Within the last year, a second 
Club Mistral operation has opened up in the north at Anse la 
Raie (http://www.club-
mistral.com/en/destinations/home/31/genInfo). Although this 
is again a really beautiful launch, there is only a very limited 
amount of windsurfing gear available and the probability of 
good wind is much lower at that spot. 

 

 

 

The last time we windsurfed at Le Morne was 10 years ago. 
Since then, the launch and rental facilities have moved 
further north east by a few hundred yards. For intermediate 
and advanced sailors, this has produced a better launch. For 
beginners: not so much. The old launch was much shallower 

and it was possible to still stand quite far out from the beach. 
The water was also reasonably flat. The down side of this 
was that at low tide, the water was so shallow that at times it 
was impossible to sail. The new launch gets deep within a 
few yards of the shore and, at least the days we sailed, it 
was not possible to stand anywhere in the lagoon out to the 
reef once past the first few feet from the beach. 
Theoretically, it would be possible to sail up to the shallower 
area but, as this is downwind, the trek back would be 
tedious.  

 
 
 
 
The biggest difference with the new launch is the waves. 
There are two main wave zones at the new launch:  i. about 
a kilometer out is the outer reef within which are the Manawa 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q_KJ_pOW7tk) and 
notorious One Eye 
 (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SpRxewfLiIw) reef 
breaks and; ii. the inner reef break, which is only a few 
hundred yards from the shore. The outer reef break 
produces mast high waves and really should only be tackled 
by advanced wave sailors (Club Mistral will also not permit 
their boards to be taken out to One Eye), while at the inner 
reef, the waves are around three feet and great for practicing 
wave sailing and jumping. The typical sailing conditions at 
the inner and outer breaks can be seen at:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x38rxnLDGsE. 
Indeed these are pretty much the conditions that we 
experienced on the windier days when we were there. Due 
to the close proximity of the inner reef to the shore, the wave 
zone is reached within a very short reach. 

 

 

 

Helpful staff at Club Mistral 
                          

lagoon 
 

Launch area at Club Mistral, Anse la Raie 
                          

lagoon 
 

Corinne heading out into the wave zone 
                          

lagoon 
 

Unknown sailor out on the Manawa reef break 
                          

lagoon 
 

http://www.club-mistral.com/en/destinations/home/31/genInfo
http://www.club-mistral.com/en/destinations/home/31/genInfo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q_KJ_pOW7tk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SpRxewfLiIw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x38rxnLDGsE
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Between the inner reef and the shore line, the water can also 
be quite wavy/choppy. To venture out to any distance into 
the lagoon, it is necessary to have a proficient waterstart as 
uphauling would be quite difficult once in the wave zone. For 
these reasons, apart from a very short distance near the 
shore, the new launch is not so ideal for beginners. Having 
said this, lessons are offered at the center and we observed 
some beginners doing quite well. 

 
 

The prevailing wind direction is generally from the south 
east, thus is side-onshore. This means that you head more 
or less straight out from the beach, hitting the waves square 
on. At this stage you really only have three options: i. the 
chicken approach – i.e. flex your knees and try to get over 
the break without falling; or the better options of: ii. hitting the 
ramp at full speed and committing to a jump or iii. do a fast 
tack or jibe and ride the wave in. Once we got used to the 
conditions, we found the sailing there to be terrific fun – a 
nice change from the flat water at the other sailing spots we 
go to. We never ventured all the way out to the outer reef but 
spent most of our time playing around the inner reef. This 
gave us the chance to really try out some nice mild wave 
sailing and to practice jumps.  

 
 

When we last went sailing in Mauritius, it was in late 
November. That time, we experienced winds around 20 mph 
every day for the entire time (5 days) we went sailing there. 
This time, we went a bit later, in December. The first 
weekend of our trip (early December) there were some 
strong winds, which we took advantage off by taking a day 
trip to Le Morne from the north where we were staying. Later 
on in our trip we spent a week near Le Morne hoping to 
catch some windsurfing action. The first three days we had 

really cranking winds (25->30 mph) then the wind suddenly 
dropped off never to return. However as pointed out before, 
December to April is considered the low wind season so 
there were no complaints.  

 
 

When the wind dropped, the water in the lagoon became like 
glass so we took SUP boards out. By heading south towards 
the kiting beach, the water became incredibly shallow, and 
being so clear it almost gave the experience of floating on 
air. Just south of the windsurfing launch area and a few 
hundred yards from the shore is a beautiful expanse of 
pristine corals with many tropical fish which were in water 
only around 2 feet deep. 

 
 

Although a bit disconcerting at first due to the concerns of 
hitting the corals with the fins, this was a most unbelievable 
experience. It was actually better than snorkeling (which 
would have been impossible in places anyway due to the 
shallow depths of the water) as we essentially had a clear 
view of the corals and fish from above.  

 

Beginner and instructor at Le Morne 
                          

lagoon 
 

Alasdair heading to shore 
                          

lagoon 
 

Corinne: SUP at Le Morne with mountains in background 
                          

lagoon 
 

Corinne: Floating over a “coral garden” at Le Morne 
                          

lagoon 
 

Underwater shot of the “coral garden” at Le Morne 
                          

lagoon 
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What to do on no-wind days 
There are too many other activities to list so we refer you to 
the following web site: http://www.tourism-mauritius.mu/. We 
would however recommend trying surfing, snorkeling, visiting 
one of the nature reserves on the island, and certainly 
touring the mountains and Black River Gorge National Park 
region which are close to Le Morne. 

Getting there 
The best options are via London (British Airways) or Paris 
(Air France/Air Mauritus). Allow two days for the journey over 
(including layover in Europe) and one day for the return trip. 

Accommodations 

The hotels on Le Morne are very expensive so most of the 
windsurfers and kiters stay in rental properties nearby either 
on the Le Morne peninsula itself or in the village of La 
Gaulette which is about 3 miles north of the road to Le 
Morne.  We opted to rent an apartment in La Gaulette which 
was quite reasonably priced.  

 
 

La Gaulette is a sleepy little village that has been 
transformed somewhat over the years due of the influx of 
kiters and windsurfers. There are now quite a few rental 
properties, a number of restaurants (of various quality), a 
modern supermarket, a few smaller grocery stores, and a 
number of shops serving both the kiters and windsurfers 
including a Neil Pryde shop which had some nice new and 
second hand boards and sails.  

 

 

We found our rental apartment online and we were very 
pleased with the accommodation as it was bright, clean, and 
well equipped. The manager/owner (Ben Esau) of the 
property was very friendly and helpful. Ben manages a 
number of rental properties around La Gaulette and these 
can be viewed at www.apartmentmauritius.com/index.php.  

In summary 
 
 Mauritius is a wonderful place to visit, with 
much to see and do and the chance of some 
epic windsurfing. 

 

 
 
 

Special Feature 

Compass Rose, Windrose or 
"Rose of the Wind" 

 by Eileen Pfaffmann 

"A rose by any other name" (William 

Shakespeare)? 

A compass rose, windrose or "Rose of the Wind" are several 
names for the same navigational device. The graphic is 
printed on compasses, nautical charts, GPSs (Global 
Positioning System) or maps used to display direction. An 8-
point compass rose displays eight principal winds, that is: 
the four cardinal directions (North, East, South, and West) 
plus the four "intercardinal" directions (North East, South 
East, South West, North West)  

 

 

La Gaulette (center) and Le Morne (left)                           
lagoon 

 

La Gaulette main street                           
lagoon 

 

The bounty of Mauritius: litchis (center) and other fruit 
lagoon 

 

http://www.tourism-mauritius.mu/
http://www.apartmentmauritius.com/index.php
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     Antique Portuguese Compass Rose  

 

          Artistic Rose with Sun for center                  

 
                         Modern windrose 
 

North is NOT North??? 

A modern compass rose displays 2 circles one inside the 
other.  

 
 

 
 

 

The inside circle displays magnetic cardinal directions.  The 
outside circle portrays true Geographic cardinal direction. 
True North and Magnetic North are not the same position.  
Magnetic North of the earth deviates the further you are from 
the Prime Meridan (Longitiude 0, Greenwich UK.)  Magnetic 
deviation for the area covered by a nautical chart is printed 
on the chart. Navigating manually a sailor must use both 
circles to calculate Magnetic North's deviation from True 
Geographic North.   Should GPS (Global Positioning 
System) be turned off or knocked out- navigators must plot 
their course the old fashioned way.  
 

Magnetic compass 

  

 

 

The   term   “compass” is derived from 2 Latin words "Com = 
together" and "passus = step". 
The Chinese are credited with the discovery of magnetizing 
a needle, iron fish or ladle and placing it in a bowl of water, 
eventually navigating with this device as the magnetized 
item always pointed north and south. Navigation was no 
longer restricted to line of sight and steering by stars. A 
Magnetic compass, not hindered by dark cloudy days and 
nights launched the Age of Discovery.  

North is generally marked with an arrow, a representation of 
needle or the Pole star. Cartographers generally began 
illustrating elaborate artwork compass roses the end of 
1300's. Key points on the modern compass, including the 
north end of the needle are often marked with self-luminous 

BVI chart with handwritten notation 
on inside ring for magnetic north 

LBI chart arrow pointing to outside True North Ring 

Inexpensive handheld magnetic Lenstatic compass 
with luminous pivoted dial 
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materials to enable the compass to be used in poor light.   

 
 

 

Compass Rose, windrose or Rose of the Wind are popular 
icons on jewerly, tattoos, t-shirts and are often found 
embedded in monuments. We, as windsurfers, are part of 
this mariner tradition... and benefit from efforts of all who 
came before us. 

Interesting website:          
http://www.photolib.noaa.gov/index.html   

Prime Meridan and latitude 
http://oceanservice.noaa.gov/education/lessons/
plot_course.html 

NJWWA Classifieds 
 by Brian Rauch 
This newsletter initiates a trial of NJWWA Members being 
able to use the networking power of the organization to 
develop   a   “marketplace”   of   all   things   water-sports.   We’ll  
begin with this newsletter but we also look to expand into 
online features at our website (http://www.windsurfnj.org). 
This will begin in earnest starting with the Spring newsletter. 
This service will only be available to Club members and will 
be free of charge. The Club (NJWWA) assumes no 
obligation for the ads that get posted. Those that wish to 
submit must include a title for their ad, details, prices and full 
contact information. NJWWA will choose to select ads 
appropriate for publishing.  Below is the first ad. 

 

Looking for People to Share in a 
Hatteras Rental 
Looking for people to share in a Hatteras rental 
– “Layton’s   Pier   One”,   in   Avon,   NC,   for   two  
weeks in April. 
The dates are April 25, 2015 to May 9, 2015 and the week 
runs from Sat to Sat. You can opt for either one week or two 

weeks although two weeks would be preferred. There are 
already two people confirmed for the two weeks and room 
for two more. The cost of a two week reservation if we have 
four people is $381.00 and if we have three people it would 
be $508.00. A one week reservation with four people is 
$198.00 and if we have three people it is $264.00. Available 
sleeping accommodations are: sharing a room with twin 
beds that has one bed available; or a single bunk bed in the 
bunk room that sleeps one. 

The house is on the water with direct access to Pamlico 
Sound which is the ideal windsurfing destination with water 
depths ranging mostly mid thigh to shoulder and a few areas 
over your head. There is storage under the house for sails 
and boards. It has a screened in porch as well as and 
outside deck. There are two bathrooms and an outside 
shower. Fully equipped kitchen with a dish washer and 
microwave. Satellite TV and DVD player. High speed 
wireless internet service. Has central air and a washer and 
dryer for laundry. A grass lawn for rigging. We all put money 
into a kitty to share food, meals are family style and cooking 
and wash up are shared. 

Contact information is Ron Bower tel. 970-468-
9573 cell 201-693-5166. Email 
ron@bowerusa.net 
 

Disclaimer of liability 
 
NJWWA, its contributors and its advertisers 
make no representations or warranties as to the 
completeness, accuracy, or suitability of any 
information supplied in this Newsletter or 
hyperlinked web site. Use of the information is at 
your own risk.  In no event will NJWWA, its 
contributors or its advertisers be liable to any 
party for any direct or indirect damages. 

Future Issues 

If anyone is interested in submitting an article for 
future issues, please contact:  

ancwsurf@gmail.com. 
 

Past Issues 

Previous issues of the NJWWA newsletter can 
be found at: 
http://www.windsurfnj.org/news/news.htm. 

  

Gimbaled Magnetic Compass 

http://www.photolib.noaa.gov/index.html
http://oceanservice.noaa.gov/education/lessons/plot_course.html
http://oceanservice.noaa.gov/education/lessons/plot_course.html
http://www.windsurfnj.org/
tel:970-468-9573
tel:970-468-9573
tel:201-693-5166
mailto:ron@bowerusa.net
mailto:ancwsurf@gmail.com
http://www.windsurfnj.org/news/news.htm
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Sponsors 

 

 
http://www.aquavidasup.com/ 

 

 
www.alohaguides.com 

 
http://www.dakine.com/ 
 

 
http://www.extremewindsurfing.com/ 

 
www.greenhatkiteboarding.com 

 
www.h2windsurfing.net 

http://www.hobiepolarized.com/ 
 

 

 
 

 
http://www.islandsurf-sail.com/ 

 
http://www.iwindsurf.com/ 

 
http://www.ikitesurf.com/ 

 

http://www.paddlegroove.com/ 
 

 
http://www.sailworks.com/ 

 
 

http://www.windsport.com/ 

 

http://www.aquavidasup.com/
http://www.alohaguides.com/
http://www.dakine.com/
http://www.extremewindsurfing.com/
http://www.h2windsurfing.net/
http://www.islandsurf-sail.com/
http://www.iwindsurf.com/
http://www.ikitesurf.com/
http://www.paddlegroove.com/
http://www.sailworks.com/
http://www.windsport.com/
http://dakine.com/windsurf/
http://extremewindsurfing.com/
http://hobie.3point5.com/
http://islandsurf-sail.com/
http://www.iwindsurf.com/
http://www.ikitesurf.com/
http://www.sailworks.com/
http://www.windsport.com/

